l66                     CHRONOLOGY OF  FAILURE
Early in the morning of July 3 a British naval officer is sent
to Admiral Gensoul with a document stating that in self-
defense the British cannot allow the French warships to fall
into German or Italian hands, hence that the British Govern-
ment makes a formal demand that the French fleet act in
accordance with one of the following alternatives: sail in com-
pany with the British and continue the war; sail with reduced
crews under British control to a British port. In either case
Britain promises to return the ships to France at the end of
hostilities, or to make compensation if they are damaged mean-
while. If neither course is acceptable, a third is offered the
French fleet: sail with reduced crews to some French port in
the West Indies, to be demilitarized and to remain there or to
be entrusted to the United States for safekeeping till the war is
over. An ultimatum is added, to the effect that if one of these
courses is not accepted, and provided the French do not them-
selves sink their ships within six hours, the British fleet will sink
them by force. After the expiration of the time limit, the British
fleet (at 5:58 P.M) opens fire. The French fleet and shore
batteries reply. When the action is over the French fleet has
been destroyed,, with the exception of a few vessels which
escape to Toulon, including the battle cruiser Strasbourg.
Nazi anger finds expression in hyperbolic terms. The French
are dazed and furious* Foreign Minister Baudouin informs
Ambassador Bullitt of the British attack "in terms of the utmost
indignation and strongest protest" He asks that his sentiments
be transmitted to President Roosevelt, apparently in the hope
that the President will act as a restraining influence on the